Risk Assessment – Archery Hire (Public Events)
Persons Involved: Trained Archery Instructors, Event Staff
Also Present: Participants, Spectators, Venue Staff
Equipment: Archery bows, suction-tip or target arrows, targets, target stands, safety netting, barriers, signage, PPE
Location: Various Indoor and Outdoor Public Event Locations

	Hazard
	Existing Controls
	Likelihood
	Severity
	Risk
	Further Action

	Manual handling
	Safe lifting techniques for targets and stands.
	1
	3
	3
	Training.

	Equipment inspection
	Daily inspection of bows, strings, arrows and targets.
	1
	5
	5
	Remove damaged items.

	Range setup
	Clearly marked shooting line, waiting line and exclusion zone.
	1
	5
	5
	Instructor checks.

	Target overshoot
	Safety netting and overshoot area maintained.
	1
	5
	5
	Monitor continuously.

	Misfired arrows
	Only shoot on instructor command.
	2
	4
	8
	Strict supervision.

	Participants entering range
	No one crosses shooting line until instructed.
	1
	5
	5
	Whistle commands.

	Spectator access
	Barriered spectator area.
	1
	4
	4
	Marshal if busy.

	Inexperienced users
	Full safety briefing and demonstration.
	2
	3
	6
	Instructor supervision.

	Horseplay
	Immediate removal from activity.
	2
	4
	8
	Enforce rules.

	Weather
	Suspend in high winds, lightning or poor visibility.
	1
	5
	5
	Monitor conditions.

	Trips
	Keep range free of equipment.
	1
	2
	2
	Housekeeping.

	Medical emergency
	Qualified first aider available.
	1
	5
	5
	Emergency plan.

	Children
	Parental supervision where required.
	2
	3
	6
	Age restrictions.

	PPE
	Arm guards/finger tabs where appropriate.
	1
	2
	2
	Issue before use.

	Emergency
	Cease shooting immediately; recover arrows only on command; contact 999 if required.
	1
	5
	5
	Incident reporting.


Additional Control Measures
Only trained instructors operate the activity.
Risk assessment reviewed before each event.
Safety briefing given to every participant.
Only designated shooting lanes used.
Damaged equipment removed from service immediately.
Emergency contact details and first aid kit available on site.
Activity operated in accordance with Archery GB guidance where applicable.
